Outside of the Mouth of God
The new body of work that I have embarked upon and am developing further is on a line of inquiry that I have been exploring since graduating from art school in 1996; one that concerns questions that arise about the nature of reality and the natural world, our connection to it and the place of painting within this context. I am interested ways in which people approach these questions and the play between them: through myth, philosophy, human physiology and the spiritual.

This is reflected in the imagery used and in the techniques employed to create the paintings. I aim to forge an intimate dialogue between the marks, the imagery in the work and the ideas unfolding. 

I had been exploring images showing a woman consuming or being consumed by a flower, in an intimate and carnal connection with the natural world reflecting a desire to be part of and lose oneself in nature. I have also been using the kiss print/lip mark in the same way. 
In the new work a suggestion of a cave is evolving -- the mouth that actively sought a sensual and carnal connection with the natural world has been turned inside out, breathing out a world. 

I am also compelled by and mine diverse but connected imagery from work such as Marcel Duchamp, Delacroix, stills from The Day of the Locust, explosions from Transformers, YouTube videos of lightening strikes and photographs from a recent trip to Père LaChaise in Paris.  All evoke dualities (multiplicities really): between darkness and light, underworld and emergence, destruction and creation, the conscious mind and the unconscious - and I hope is reflected by the push and pull of the paint and composition. 

I am interested in moments of shifts in consciousness, however temporary, that might or might not signal a shift in our experience and understanding of the world and might reveal … something, anything or nothing. I am interested in revelation by increments – moment by moment.

Pearl Van Geest

Thanks to James Baird who generously allowed me to stay alone by the sea in Pouch Cove Newfoundland where some of these works were done.  I hope to return to continue in this exploration. Thanks to the Ontario Arts Council for their support.

PAGE  
7

