“But this is not a place of words”. *
Artist Statement

Pearl Van Geest
I interested in questions that arise about the nature of reality and the natural world, our connection to it, and the place of painting within this context. 

I am interested in the ways in which people approach these questions and the play between them and am compelled by diverse sources: visual, literary philosophical and scientific. 

Paint is used to explore these questions and ideas because it is at once material, molecular, and is a conveyer and a repository of ideas. Kiss marks are used as an abstract mark, for their mutable symbolic significance and also because they have a remarkable morphological similarity to other natural forms. This implies a connection to and love of the natural world – a connection that, as suggested by E.O. Wilson in his theory of biophilia, is innate to humans.  However, even though we are a part of nature, we are aware of our separation from it, and as Erick Fromm suggests, this haunts us with an existential longing.
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